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Informaticn about DPMs is also available from the 4

California Podiatric Medical Association. You can search p
the association’s Wab site for members of the professional \
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association wha practics in your anea, Doctors do not o Highly FI"EiI"IEd

hanes to be members of the association, but membership

is one of the things patianta oftan look for whan - - E

evaluating a doctor's credentials. 5 pEEIElIS‘tE kEEp

California Podiatric Medical Association L Ameri:a ns

2430 K St., Suite 200

Sacramento, CA 95816 . L L ] .

L ora/orn ! on the move Walking on two feet is distinctly human. Our mobility is so basic we take it for

tel: 916.448.0248 granted until we need help to retain or regain it. Whether we are athletic or just pursuing
500.794.6588 ' .. the joy of an active and independent life, we have doctors of podiatric medicine (DPMs)

/ to keep us able and agile.

DPMs, also called podiatrists, diagnose and treat disorders, diseases, and injuries
of the foot, ankle, and lower extremities. They can specialize in areas such as
sports medicine, surgery, biomechanics, and diabetic foot care, among others.

About 2,000 podiatric medical doctors practice in California. They are licensed and
regulated by the California Board of Podiatric Medicine.
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an elite specialty i ALl b LA el et facts about DPMs: of podiatric medicine

Haove seen public complaints drop 50 percent
In the sarly 1900s, a few physicians like Dr. William M. sincd the Board of Podiatric Medicine initiated DPFMz diagnoss, prescriba, treat, and parform surgary The Board of Podiatric Medizina Wab site—
Scholl recognized the lower extramity was baing ignored continuing competance more than 10 years ago. This within this scope, as providad in the State Medical wwrw bpm.ca.gov—ig rich with advica and information
and workad to astablish a new profession of specialists. accomplishment is unique amang licensed healthcare Practica Act. on how to choosa a doctor of podiatric medicine.
Podiatric medicine was born and has become an elite Ut oniaks. DPMs will oftan specializa in areas such as surgery,
specialty, particularly in c*!"f‘-’,"“*" Once RNOWN 8§ conservative foot care with axpert knowladge of
chiropodisis and later podiatrists, these ?p-ecualuau are now The California Podiatric Medical Association and ambulation and biomechanics, or the care and
Iml:-'.i._ln_aﬂ doctors of pn-:llaln-:_: medicing (DPMe) or podiatric the State licensing board have done much more to preservation of diabetics’ feet (10 prevent amputations
physicians. Hare are some things you may not know about promote good medicing, including: and keep patients mobile).
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this medical specialty Maintaining Primary Source Verification: The “gold Whather generalists or specialists, DPMs ofton are
standard” for screening health professionals, i.e.. only the first to see patiants or to recognize their general
DPMs are h|qh|y trained. They: accepting evidence of credentials received directly from health problems and will refer to other physicians as
3 a iAl ’ the schools and other training, 1esting, lecensing and nppmp{iaw.
Graduate from fouryear podiatric medical schools law enforcement agencies. Uniquely, the Board wrota f y : -
closely paralleling the general medical school this into its law so that no one could consider it open to Dus to their ciose doctorpatient relationshipe and
curriculum, but with an amphasiz on bomachanics and ——— surgical skillz, DPMs are alsn in high demand as
conditions affecting the lower axtremiby e : assistant surgeons in non-podiatric surgerias. Since
i Ermphagizing quality ovar quantity: There are fewer than 2004, the State Medical Practice Act has made it part of

Must complete the first two years of a three-year 2,000 DPMs practicing in California, but they all adhera DPM3* scope 1o assist other surgeons in any surgical
graduate medical aducation residency program befora 1o high standards. procedure.

baing licensed. Other doctor licansing boards anly
FRCPUINR Qe WRar.

You can verify the license of any DFM
licansad in California or file a complaint
by visiting tha Board's Wab sita,

You can also call BD0.633,.2322,

Publicly discloging information on cases rafarred to the
1 . Attornay Genaral for prosacution, instead of waiting
Must mest peerreviewad continuing competence until the Attorney General prepares a formal Accusation,

r{!ql.lil'l;!mf:l'lls- avery bwo years in order to rr:l'l(!'l:'i' thiir BFM is one of the few health I|1.E'rni|‘|l;| boards 1o co this,
licenses. The California Bcard of Podiatric Medicine

(BPMI) ks =2l the anly doctor-licensing board in the
country to implemant this long-recommended reform.




