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Podiatric medicine is
an elite specialty

In the early 1900s, a few physicians like Dr. William M.
Scholl recognized the lower extramity was being ignored
and worked to establish a new profession of specialists.
Podiatric medicine was born and has become an alite
specialty, particularly in California. Once known as
chiropodists and later podiatrists, these specialists are now
known as doctors of podiatric medicine (DPMs) or podiatric
physicians. Here are some things you may not know about
this medical specialty.

DPMs are highly trained. They:

Graduate from fouryear podiatric medical schools
closely paralleling the general medical school
curriculum, but with an emphasis on biomechanics and
conditions affecting the lower extremity.

Must complete the first two years of a three-year
graduate medical education residency program before
baing licensed. Other doctor licensing boards only
require one year.

Must meet peer-reviewed continuing competence
requirements every two years in order to renew theair
licenses. The California Board of Podiatric Medicine
{BPM) is still the only doctor-licensing board in the
country to implement this long-recommended reform.

Have embraced lifelong learning and prevention of
patient harm more than any other medical specialty.

Have seen public complaints drop 50 percent

since the Board of Podiatric Medicine initiated
continuing competence more than 10 years ago. This
accomplishment is unigue among licensed healthcare
professionals.

The California Podiatric Medical Association and

the State licensing board have done much more to

promote good medicine, including:
Maintaining Primary Source Verification: The “gold
standard” for screening health professionals, i.e., only
accepting evidence of credentials received directly from
the schools and other training, testing, licensing and
law enforcement agancies. Uniquely, the Board wrote
this into its law so that no one could consider it open to
WaIVEr.
Emphasizing quality over quantity: There are fewer than
2,000 DPMs practicing in California, but they all adhere
to high standards.

Publicly disclosing information on cases referred to the
Attorney General for prosecution, instead of waiting
until the Attorney General prepares a formal Accusation.
BPM is one of the few health licensing boards to do this.




Here are some other
facts about DPMs:
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How to choose a doctor
of podiatric medicine
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